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Balancing Morality with Research Ethics
Balancing morality and ethical considerations in research is a very important concept in any research study. A study that comes into my mind that is morally justified but may portend elements of unethical standards is one aimed at finding out why learners in the elementary or junior secondary schools fail in mathematical fractions. The intentions and purpose of the study are accurate on all the moral paradigms of looking at the research. Basically, such a research study aims at finding out and correct the dismal fraction performance which is a good call. The ethical dilemma comes into play when the consent that is needed for the learners to take part in the research as participants is not guaranteed. Judging from the goodwill of the research, some researchers may be puzzled by this situation.
In order to balance this dilemma, communication on consent between the school administrations, the parents of the learners, the class teacher and the researcher would yield positive energy to the whole process. As discussed by Head (2020), the inclusion of the major stakeholders into moral-ethical related research can impact positively on the outcome of the study. The learners are bound to feel free to take part in the study when their parents and favorite class teachers are considered. The school’s administration makes it easier to proceed with the study morally and ethically.
Finally, in a case where a correlation is not achieved between the parents, the teachers and the administration, it is adequate and appropriate to change the research design. This scenario may involve using participants that are considered by the law to be above eighteen years. This is the legal age that permits learners to make their own decisions (Beardsley et al., 2020). Equally, in this case, the researchers may use a different set of participants from senior high schools. Throwing out the whole study is not an option. A study is to be concluded even if it determines that the nature of the whole research design changes.
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